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English 125: Composition II: Writing about Literature
Professor Coy	
Spring 2018

Paper #3: Research Paper
	For this final assignment, you will be writing a research paper. This assignment requires that you pick one text from the course readings as your primary text and find a minimum of three secondary sources to support your argument. Your primary text should not be one that you have already written a paper for in this class. One of your secondary sources MUST BE “A Theory of Narrative Empathy” by Suzanne Keen. When using Keen’s article, you need to make clear references to specific aspects of narrative empathy. Simply saying that a character/situation is empathetic will not be enough to achieve a good grade on this assignment. 
You will be creating your own research question for this final paper, rather than responding to one that I’ve written.

In this paper I will be looking for:
· A viable research question that leads to a detailed, arguable thesis.
· Solid argumentative thesis statement
· Topic sentences that connect back to the thesis statement
· Good quote incorporation and reading comprehension (i.e. you need to show that you understand the details of the quotations you select)
· Quotation analysis (why you chose them in the context of your own essay)
· Paragraph structure
· Good connections between ideas from the texts
· Accurate citations
· Sentence-level control

Final draft requirements:
· 6-8 (full) pages long. 
· Typed in 12 point Times New Roman, with 1” margins, double-spaced, and stapled. 
· Include page numbers, a header on the left side of your first page (single-spaced), and a running header with your last name and page number. 
· A title that is unique to the argument you are making.
· A correctly formatted Works Cited page at the end of your paper.

Schedule
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Research proposal [Due Thursday, April 26th]: Your research proposal needs to include: (1) the identification of primary text you intend to analyze, (2) how you intend to use narrative empathy in your paper, (3) your research question, and (4) description of possible sources.  Bring one physical copy to class. Submit one copy to Blackboard. This is worth 15 points of your paper.
· Outline and Outside Source [Due Tuesday, May 1st]: Bring an outline to class. Outlines need to include a thesis statement, at least 3 topic sentences, and an indication of what evidence will be used to support the topic sentences. Bring a printed copy to class.  Also bring in a copy of the outside source(s) you wish to use for this paper. You will be asked to summarize the article and to defend your reasoning for its credibility. 
· Rough Draft [Due Thursday, May 5th]: Bring three (3) physical copies to class. Your rough draft for this paper should have at least 2 body paragraphs (as well as an introduction).
· Final Draft [Due Tuesday, May 15th]: Bring one physical copy to class. Submit one copy to Blackboard.

