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Course Outline
English 126 Composition II: Writing About Literature

Course Description:

A composition course which takes literature as its subject matter, ENG 126 builds on the competencies developed in ENG 125, in close reading, argumentation, and writing from sources, and applies them in a new context. Students will read a variety of short literary works including poetry, fiction, and/or drama, and will practice responding to them in class, and writing about them informally and formally. Students are also asked to produce a research paper related to themes or questions evoked by the literature. Prerequisite: ENG 125.

Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:

· Read and listen critically and analytically, including identifying an argument’s major assumptions and assertions and evaluating and supporting evidence.
· Write clearly and coherently in varied, academic formats (such as formal essays, research papers, and reports) using standard English and appropriate technology to critique and improve one’s own and other’s texts.
· Demonstrate research skills using appropriate technology, including gathering, evaluating, and synthesizing primary and secondary sources.
· Support a thesis with well-reasoned arguments, and communicate persuasively across a variety of contexts, purposes, audiences, and media.
· Formulate original ideas and relate them to the other ideas of others by employing the conventions of ethical attribution and citation.

This course meets the Pathways criteria for Composition in the Common Core (above). It also satisfies the following Introduction to Writing About Literature criteria for students who wish to transfer to another CUNY College and major in English. A student will:

· Be able to respond proficiently in writing (i.e. per outcomes for “A”) to literary works.
· Display familiarity with literary works by a variety of authors in a variety in a variety of genres.
· Be able to offer an extended discussion in writing of two or more texts and authors in relation to each other.
· Demonstrate the ability to analyze and interpret based on careful attention both to the detail and overall design of a literary work.
· Demonstrate an understanding of the role of context in determining meaning.




Required texts (available through Akademos and Amazon):

· Gardner, Janet E., Beverly Lawn, Jack Ridl, and Peter Schakel. Literature: A Portable Anthology. 4th ed. Boston: Bedford/ St. Martin’s, 2016.

Recommended texts
· A collegiate-level paperback dictionary.

Grading: The three formal papers will make up the bulk of your grade, as outlined below:

Assignment					Percentage of final grade
Paper #1 (3-4 pages)					15%
Paper #2 (3-4 pages)					20%
Paper #3 [Research Paper] (6-8 pages)			30%
Final Exam						             10%
Homework Assignments              			             10%
Class Participation/Quizzes/ Attendance 	             15%

A note on grading practices: When grading assignments, I place equal weight on both what you write and how you write it. As we work on each assignment, I will review the criteria for that assignment with you and provide a rubric when applicable. As a general rule of thumb, this is how I assign grades:

A – Papers contain original thought and fluent writing. They make the assignment their own. 
B – Papers show a strong grasp of the assignment and are clearly written, with only a few minor errors.
C – Papers have a handle on the major requirements of the assignment, but may be shaky on the finer points; they may also display more frequent errors than a B paper would.
D – Papers struggle to meet the requirements and/or display grammatical problems.
F – Papers fail to meet the main requirements of the assignment or are plagiarized.

Academic Integrity: A violation of academic integrity is any instance when a student attempts to pass off someone else’s words or ideas as their own, no matter where s/he obtained those words or ideas, and no matter where these ideas are presented. We practice using quotation and citation in this course so you can benefit from others’ ideas, while attributing them appropriately. There is nothing wrong with representing someone else’s ideas in your work; you just have to give them credit. Additionally, there is nothing wrong with getting help on an assignment, but the final product must be predominantly the result of your own work. All academic integrity violations in English 126 will result in an F on the assignment, and/or, a failing grade in the course, and/or referral to the College's Academic Integrity officer.


Preparation and submission of written work:  Homework assignments. All homework assignments (writing assignments and weekly logs) are due on the date listed on the course schedule. Unless otherwise specified, homework assignments are to be submitted through Blackboard by navigating to the link “Homework Assignments” and submitting the assignment under the appropriate link. 

Major assignments. I require two copies of any major assignments (Papers # 1, 2, and 3) submitted in the course: one physical copy (printed and stapled) brought to class and one digital copy submitted through Blackboard’s Turnitin feature. Please do not email me any homework or other assignments. The only exception to this policy is in the event of a technical failure of Blackboard. This means that access to the internet/Blackboard is your responsibility.  

All work must be prepared and proofread by you personally. While you are permitted to show your work to others and receive editorial suggestions, you may not have someone else proofread your paper for you. In other words, while you may work with a tutor, classmates, or others, to help you identify problems, you must be responsible for fixing those problems yourself.

Attendance: Your success in this class depends on regular and punctual attendance. Attendance (along with in-class writing assignments, class participation, and quizzes) is worth 15% of your grade.

Late work: The workload in this course is heavy, and it is important to keep up with the assignments. All writing assignments are due at the beginning of the class, whether they are rough or final drafts, or informal homework assignments.

Please remember that it is crucial to the process to complete assignments on time; for example, if you do not bring your rough draft to class on the day it is due, you will not be able to participate productively in the peer-review process. 

Late work will be penalized by a deduction of points per day it is late. You must tell me about any problems that you are having before the assignment is due. I do give extensions under some circumstances; I do not give extensions when they are requested after the assignment is due. If you know that you will miss a class, please email me your work, at rcoy@york.cuny.edu, before the beginning of class. Work that is submitted via email after class starts will be considered not to have been submitted.

Classroom etiquette: Please respect your classmates and govern yourselves in the classroom as you would in a professional setting. As such, during class 

· Mute phone notifications. 
· Do not answer phone calls.
· Do not text.

You may bring something to drink, but please refrain from bringing food to class and clean up after yourself.

Contact/Email:  One of the best ways to get in touch with me outside of class is via email (rcoy@york.cuny.edu). In order to meet me during office hours, you need to make an appointment with me ahead of time. Furthermore, I am often on campus, so we can discuss meeting outside of my listed office hours. 

You should use your York College email address for all college correspondence. If, in an emergency, you need to use another address, make sure to clearly identify yourself in the message.  Remember that when writing to me you should write formally—text message dialect is appropriate when you write to friends, but not so appropriate when you are writing to a professor.

I aim to respond to e-mail messages within 24 hours.  As I am human, this may occasionally stretch to 48 hours, especially on the weekends.  If however, you have not heard back from me within 48 hours, you should assume your e-mail has gone astray and re-send it to me.

 York College Collaborative Learning Center: https://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/collaborative-learning-center

The Collaborative Learning Center (CLC) (formerly the Writing Center and the Academic Achievement Center) is located in the Academic Core room 1C18. The CLC assists students with writing skills, research, drafting and revising essays at all levels and in all subjects. The CLC also provides comprehensive, centralized college-wide tutorial services to all York College students in biology, accounting, psychology, cultural diversity and other discipline related courses. Students are able to make appointments with the tutor(s) of their choice for 25 and/ or 50 minute sessions by registering at www.yorkcollege.mywconline.com.       

For more information, stop by or call 718.262.2494/ 718.262.2303, or check the CLC website at https://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/collaborative-learning-center/student-information. 

Technology Resources and Services: The College has technology resources and services which include computer labs, workshops, and printing for student use. To obtain a list of these services please use the link below:
		http://www.york.cuny.edu/it/acet
Students are required to activate and use their York College email address. This is especially important if you use Blackboard because Blackboard only recognizes York email addresses. 

York College Resources
Computers with word processing software and internet access are available in the library and in computer labs.
 York College Library: http://york.cuny.edu/library
 York College Computer Labs: http://york.cuny.edu/it/acet/computer-labs
 

English as Second Language (ESL) Tutoring Center
Tutoring is available for ESL students in Academic Core 3C08. Call (718) 262-2831 for schedule.

Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities may contact the STAR Program to learn about and gain access to resources available to them at the college. See their website at http://www.york.cuny.edu/student-development/star for more details. 



















Course Schedule (Subject to Change) 
	WEEK/DATE
	TOPIC/NOTES
	ASSIGNMENT(S) DUE

	Week 1
	Unit 1: COMMUNITY AND CLOSE READING

	Tuesday 1/30
	Introductions, overview of course outline, a diagnostic, and introduction to literary genres.
	

	Thursday  2/1






	Quiz: Course Expectations
	
Reading Assignment: “America” p. 520, “How I Got That Name” p. 642, and Ch. 6 – Writing About Poems pp.1289 –1303.

Weekly Log 1: Write a log about either one poem or one story read for class this week. [Note: Instructions about what a Weekly Log contains is outlined on the “Weekly Log” handout given in class and posted on Blackboard. Review those instructions for every Weekly Log due for this course.]



	Week 3
	
	

	Tuesday 2/6


	
	Reading Assignment: “Harlem” p. 528  , “We Wear the Mask” p.502 ,“Praise the Tortilla, Praise the Menudo, Praise Chorizo” p. 624




	Thursday 2/8


	Formal Paper #1 Assigned

Quiz: Writing About Stories
	Reading Assignment: “Girl” p. 355, and Ch. 6 - Writing About Stories pp. 1279-1288.


Weekly Log 2: Write a log about either one poem or one story read for class in the last week. 

	Week 4
	
	

	Tuesday 2/13
	

	Reading Assignment: “The Lesson” p. 304 


	Thursday 2/15




	
	Reading Assignment: “El Tanto del Barrio” (Blackboard)

 
Writing Assignment 1: Write an explication of a poem of your choice (one read in class or another from the course textbook.)


	Week 5
	
	

	Tuesday 2/20
	Classes follow a Monday schedule.
	

	Thursday 2/22
	
Mini-Conferences
	Reading Assignment: “Those Winter Sundays” p.537

Writing Assignment 2:  Bring in an outline of Formal Paper #1. Outlines need to include a thesis statement, at least 3 topic sentences, and an indication of what evidence will be used to support the topic sentences. 


	Week 6
	
	

	Tuesday 2/27
	Mini-Conferences


	Reading Assignment: “My Papa’s Waltz” p. 532 and “Mother’s Mother” p. 645

Writing Assignment 3: Bring in a draft of Formal Paper #1. (At least three paragraphs required: introduction and at least 2 body paragraphs).



	Thursday  3/1
	Quiz: Writing About Plays


	Reading Assignment: Ch. 7 – Writing about Plays pp.1304 – 1311.



	Week 7
	UNIT 2: LOVE, APATHY, AND ADAPTATION

	Tuesday 3/6
	FORMAL PAPER #1 DUE 
	Reading Assignment: Trifles (Glaspell) p.939 -943
.
		*****FORMAL PAPER #1 DUE*****



	Thursday 3/8
	Formal Paper #2 Assigned
	Reading Assignment: Trifles p. 944- p.950 

 

	Week 8
	

	Tuesday 3/13
	

	Reading Assignment: “A Rose for Emily” p. 168

Weekly Log 3: Write a log about either Trifles or “A Rose for Emily”. 

	Thursday 3/15
	

	Reading Assignment: “Annabel Lee” (Poe) p. 464.



	Week 9
	
	

	Tuesday 3/20
	
	Reading Assignment: “The Yellow Wallpaper” p. 64

Weekly Log 4: Write a log about either “Annabel Lee” or “The Yellow Wallpaper”.
 

	Thursday 3/22
	

	
Reading Assignment: “Sonnet 18” p. 426

Writing Assignment 4:  Bring in an outline of Formal Paper #2. Outlines need to include a thesis statement, at least 3 topic sentences, and an indication of what evidence will be used to support the topic sentences.

	Week 10
	UNIT 3: THE RESEARCH PROCESS

	Tuesday 3/27
	

	Writing Assignment 5:  Bring in a draft of Formal Paper #1. (At least three paragraphs required: introduction and at least 2 body paragraphs).



	Thursday 3/29
	
Quiz: Writing a Literary Research Paper
	Reading Assignment: In the text read Ch. 8 – Writing a Literary Research Paper.

	
Spring Break | No Class  Tuesday 4/3 & Thursday 4/5


	Week 11
	
	

	Tuesday 4/10
	
FORMAL PAPER #2 DUE

	Reading Assignment: “A Theory of Narrative Empathy” [Blackboard] p.1 -9

*****FORMAL PAPER #2 DUE*****


	Thursday 4/12
	Formal Paper #3 Assigned

Quiz: A Theory of Narrative Empathy
	Reading Assignment: “A Theory of Narrative Empathy” [Blackboard] p.15-18.


	Week 12
	
	

	Tuesday 4/17
	
	Reading Assignment: “Scandal in Bohemia” [Blackboard]


	Thursday 4/19
	
	Weekly Log 5: Write a log about “Scandal in Bohemia.”



	Week 13
	

	Tuesday 4/24
	

	

	Thursday 4/26
	

	Writing Assignment 6: Research proposal for Formal Paper #3


	Week 14
	
	

	Tuesday 5/1
	

	Writing Assignment 7: Bring in an outline of Formal Paper #3. Outlines need to include a thesis statement, at least 3 topic sentences, and an indication of what evidence will be used to support the topic sentences.


	Thursday 5/3
	
	Writing Assignment 8: Bring in a draft of Formal Paper #3. (At least three paragraphs required: introduction and at least 2 body paragraphs).


	Week 15
	
	

	Tuesday 5/8
	
	In class presentations on research papers. 


	Thursday 5/10
	
	In class presentations on research papers.

	Week 16
	
	

	Tuesday 5/15
	
FORMAL PAPER #3 DUE
	******Formal Paper #3 Due******
	


	Last Day of Classes is May 16, 2018

	
Final Exam TBA.
Final Exam Period: May 18th-May 24th 

	
	

	
	

	



