Ashley Grosvenor

Thesis Statement: Very good. You answered the question and were specific about how these forces shape an individual’s reality (self-esteem, economic opportunities, education and leisure time.)
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Almost all of your topic sentences clearly signal the point you are going to argue in the rest of the paragraph. However, work on the fifth paragraph (the one on economic opportunities).  This paragraph should have some support from one of the sources you are using. 
Quotation: Cite your quotations. 
Analysis: Very Good. 
Overall Feedback: Solid draft, Ashley! 






Ramon Solano

Thesis Statement: Very good. You answered the question and were specific about how these forces shape an individual’s reality (imposing unfair laws, assigning the group to a low class in the system, and brainwashing the group.)
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Work on your topic sentence for the second paragraph to make a clearer connection to the thesis statement. As it stands, I’m not sure which part of the thesis statement it is supporting (imposing unfair laws, assigning the group to a low class in the system, and brainwashing the group.)
Quotation:  Be consistent with citing your quotations and avoid dropped quotations (which are quotations that are not introduced with a signal phrase.)

Analysis: Good, but you need to connect back to your thesis statement.

Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 




Vanessa Urrutia
Thesis Statement: Very good. You answered the question and were specific about how these forces shape an individual’s reality (restrain of self-identity, promoting oversimplified images of groups, and maintaining an unbalanced hierarchy.) However, the thesis statement needs to appear at the end of the introduction paragraph. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Be more specific with your topic sentences. If you think of them as explications of your thesis statement reasons, then your topic sentences should refer back to them. For example, “It is human nature to be affected by one’s environment and surroundings, to fell a necessity of acceptance and respect of others” is too vague and needs to be grounded by (I think?) the promoting oversimplified images of groups reason.  The ending of your body paragraphs should also tie back into the thesis statement or topic sentences. 
Quotation: Good introduction of quotes. Be careful with your in-text citations: there should not be “pg.” or “p.”  within the parenthesis, just the number.  Also, the end of an in-text citation to be punctuated as if the parenthetical citation is the “end” of the sentence. For example: 
CORRECT: “…figure of a sahib” (3). 
INCORRECT: “…figure of a sahib.” (3). OR “…figure of a sahib,” (3).

Analysis: Good analysis, but you need to connect back to your thesis statement.

Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 


Ashley Vidal
Thesis Statement: You answered the question, but you were too vague about how these forces shape an individual’s reality. Your body paragraphs hint at specifics, so read through those and incorporate the ideas into your thesis statement. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences also feel like they are drifting. Tighten them up by getting more specific about the ways in which these forces shape an individual’s reality. The ending of your body paragraphs should also tie back into the thesis statement or topic sentences. Ending your body paragraphs with references only to the text makes your overall argument seem less effective. 
Quotation: Avoid dropped quotations (which are quotations that are not introduced with a signal phrase.)  Adhere to correct in-text citation format.
CORRECT: “…what the language must convey” (Baldwin 132-133).  OR  “ …what the language must convey” (132-133).  
INCORRECT: “…what the language must convey” James Baldwin (132-133).  
 Analysis: Your analysis of the quotation in paragraph 2 seems too light in comparison to the length of the quotation selected. Remember, your analysis of the quote should be at least twice the length of your quote. If you find that one sentence explains a 4-line quotation, then you don’t need that quotation. 
Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 

Ivan Espinoza
Thesis Statement: Good. You answered the question and were specific about how these forces shape an individual’s reality (through oppressive laws and trends.) At first, your thesis reads as though governments are popularizing trends, but the third paragraph implies elsewise. However, the word “trend” is not an appropriate phrase to encapsulate the enduring nature of a dialect. “Trend” implies something temporarily popular. That is not the case with Black English/AAVE. Like any other language and dialect, it evolves, but it is not temporary. So find a different way to phrase the second part of your argument. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs:  Your first topic sentence (“Government laws give the people…”) mentions changing people’s actions and beliefs. However, you only cover the “actions” part of this statement with your example from Orwell. The King quote only discusses law, not the effect it has on actions and beliefs, so fix that.  Your second topic sentence is too broad.
Quotation: Good introduction of your quotes. The end of an in-text citation to be punctuated as if the parenthetical citation is the “end” of the sentence. For example: 
CORRECT: “…not to be laughed at” (232). 
INCORRECT: “…not to be laughed at.” (3). OR “…not to be laughed at,” (3).

Analysis: Good.
Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 


Lorraine Ramgadoo
Thesis Statement: Too broad. You are being too vague about how these forces shape an individual’s reality. Give specific ways they shape an individual’s reality.  

Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences are too broad. They seem to be geared toward summarizing the author’s essays. They should be arguing your thesis statement. 

Quotation: Good introduction, just don’t forget to use a comma. 
CORRECT: Orwell states, “for at the time I had already…” (1).
INCORRECT: Orwell states “for at the time I had already…” (1).

Analysis: There is almost no explanation of your quotations and their connection back to your thesis statement. This is to be expected because you need a stronger thesis statement. Once you’ve strengthened your thesis statement, make sure your analysis connects back to your argument. 
Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 


Kahina Augustin
Thesis Statement: You answered the question, but you were too vague about how these forces shape an individual’s reality (“a positive and negative way”). Your body paragraphs hint at specifics, so read through those and incorporate the ideas into your thesis statement. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences need to reflect your argument. Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences also feel like they are not on topic. Tighten them up by being more specific about the ways in which these forces shape an individual’s reality.
Quotation + Analysis: Avoid dropped quotations (which are quotations that are not introduced with a signal phrase.) Your quotations are often too long and not explained or analyzed enough.  Remember, your analysis of the quote should be at least twice the length of your quote. If you find that one sentence explains a 4-line quotation, then you don’t need that quotation. Paraphrase it. Also keep in mind the required page length of this paper. 
Other Notes: Avoid using the first-person point of view. 





Gary Estevez 
Thesis Statement: You restated the question as an affirmative statement, but you have not stated how these forces shape an individual’s reality. Your body paragraphs hint at specifics, so read through those and incorporate the ideas into your thesis statement. 

Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences need to reflect your argument. Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences feel like they are not on topic and are merely summarizing the texts.  Tighten them up by getting more specific about the ways in which these forces shape an individual’s reality.

Quotation: You introduce the quotations well, but you need to cite them. 

Analysis: Your explanation of your quotations is present, but you need to make a connection back to your thesis statement.
Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 





Orestes Agathocleous
Thesis Statement: You restated the question as an affirmative statement, but you have not stated how these forces shape an individual’s reality.

Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences are too broad. They seem to be geared toward summarizing the authors’ essays. They should be arguing your thesis statement. Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences also feel like they are not furthering an argument. Tighten them up by getting more specific about the ways in which these forces shape an individual’s reality.

Quotation:  Very good introduction of quotes and very good in-text citations. Be careful with your punctuation.

Analysis: Explain more and connect back to thesis statement and/or topic sentences (once you’ve refined your thesis statement). 

Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 

Nicole Santiago
Thesis Statement:  It sounds like the statement beginning with “When people spend their whole life living with…” is your thesis statement. Your thesis statement needs to be the last line of your body paragraph. This statement is also a restatement of the question in the affirmative, but only vaguely explains how these forces shape an individual’s reality. Your body paragraphs hint at specifics (“diminishing the value of their language”), so read through those and incorporate those ideas into your thesis statement. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences need to reflect your argument. Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences also feel like they are not on topic. Tighten them up by getting more specific about the ways in which these forces shape an individual’s reality.
Quotation: Be careful with the way you format your signal phrases.
CORRECT: In the letter “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King Jr., he states, “when you suddenly…” (344-345).
INCORRECT: In the letter “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King Jr.:  “when you suddenly…” (344-345). 
Analysis: Good explanation of quotes. 
Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 


Nalinee Ramsamooj
Thesis Statement: You restated the question as an affirmative statement, but you have not stated how these forces shape an individual’s reality.

Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences need to reflect an argument, your argument. Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences also feel like they are not on topic. Tighten them up by getting more specific about the ways in which these forces shape an individual’s reality.

Quotation: Good quotation format. Good introduction, just don’t forget to use a comma. 
CORRECT: Orwell states, “for at the time I had already…” (1).
INCORRECT: Orwell states “for at the time I had already…” (1).

Analysis: You are light on your explanation and analysis. Connect back to your thesis statement..  

Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 

Marie Gene
Thesis Statement:  You restated the question as an affirmative statement, but you have not stated how these forces shape an individual’s reality.
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences are too broad. They seem to be geared toward summarizing the author’s essays. They should be arguing your thesis statement. Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences also feel like they are not furthering an argument. Tighten them up by getting more specific about the ways in which these forces shape an individual’s reality.
Quotation: Good quotation format. Good introduction, just don’t forget to use a comma. 
CORRECT: Orwell states, “for at the time I had already…” (1).
INCORRECT: Orwell states “for at the time I had already…” (1).
Analysis: Good, but connect back to your argument once you’ve developed your thesis statement. The ending of your body paragraphs should also tie back into the thesis statement or topic sentences. Ending your body paragraphs with references only to the text makes your overall argument seem less effective. 

Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. Be careful with your capitalization when revising this draft. 

Trecel McCalman
Thesis Statement: Your reason clause (“because of the way Orwell made decisions in order to represent British people and how King led non-violent protest knowing that he could get arrested and beaten”) provides specific examples, making the thesis a bit too narrow. To correct this, you can take these statements back one step. For example, “Orwell made decisions in order to represent British people” can morph into “Orwell conformed to a false identity imposed by imperialism.” This gives you enough room to provide the example in your body paragraph without sounding repetitive. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: In both of the topic sentences, you chose the word “use” to describe the author’s actions. However, Orwell and King aren’t using institutional power and oppression to prove a point. They’re using tone, style, allusions, and many other rhetorical techniques to sway their readers into believing that institutional power and oppression are unjust and wrong. If they were using institutional power and oppression, they would have forced their audience to accept their arguments through force and coercion. So, rephrase your topic sentences.  Also, remember that you need to conclude your body paragraphs, preferably by connecting back to your thesis statement or topic sentence.
Quotation: Avoid long block quotes in a paper this short. Make sure to cite your quotations. 
Analysis: Good, but connect back to your argument. 
Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 
Andre Budhu
Thesis Statement: You restated the question as an affirmative statement, but your reasoning (“makes them interpret aspects of life differently”) is a bit vague.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences need to reflect an argument, your argument. Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences and body paragraph all read like they are off-topic. How does your second paragraph (MLK’s activism and influence on others) connect back to the idea that institutional power, oppression, and/or systematic discrimination “make [people] interpret aspects of life differently”? Your third paragraph also seems to be making a different argument than is stated in your thesis statement. Clearly link your topic sentences back to a revised thesis statement. 
Quotation:  Good introduction of your quotes, but you are mixing your citation styles (MLA vs APA). You are using MLA for this assignment. 
CORRECT: Orwell states, “for at the time I had already…” (1).
INCORRECT: Orwell (1936) states “for at the time I had already…” (pg. 1).
Analysis: Analysis is present, but you need to connect back to your thesis statement. 
Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 




Javel Kellier
Thesis Statement: You restated the question as an affirmative statement and added Orwell and King as your examples, but you have not stated how these forces shape an individual’s reality. A “negative impression” is a vague statement and does not clearly indicate what you are going to argue. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences need to reflect an argument, your argument. Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences and body paragraph all read like they are off-topic. 
Quotation: Good quotation format. Good introduction. Just don’t be careful of punctuation. See your draft for my corrections in green. 
Analysis: Analysis is present, but you need to connect back to your thesis statement. 

Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 






Pavitri Dhanpaul
Thesis Statement: Your introduction does not have an argumentative thesis statement. You need to state your stance and reasons for your stance. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences seem too vague. 
Quotation: Good introduction of your quotes with signal phrases, but be careful of your punctuation and citation format. 
CORRECT: Orwell states, “for at the time I had already” (1).
INCORRECT: Orwell states “for at the time I had already,” (pg. 1).
Analysis: Very good analysis! You bring back your explanation of the evidence by returning to the prompt question. 
Further Notes: Check my handwritten notes on your draft.   






Alex Jagnanan
Thesis Statement: Your thesis statement (“Having different viewpoints can effect…”) almost works because you have concrete reasons (“…how we judge someone, influencing what we think about someone and how we would interact with them”). However, the beginning of your statement says that having different viewpoint causes all of these things rather than institutional power, oppression, and/or systematic discrimination. Having different viewpoints is not equivalent to institutional power, oppression, and/or systematic discrimination.
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Avoid starting your body paragraphs with quotations. Your body paragraphs should start with topic sentences that state the point of each body paragraph. 
Quotation: Avoid dropped quotations (which are quotations that are not introduced with a signal phrase.)  Adhere to correct in-text citation format.
CORRECT: Baldwin writes,  “that is what the language must convey” (132-133).  
INCORRECT:  “That is what the language must convey”. (pg. 132-133).  
Analysis: Minimal analysis is present. You need to analyze more, and you need to connect back to your thesis statement.
Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 


Emilio Flores
Thesis Statement: You restated the question as an affirmative statement and added Orwell and King as your examples, but you have not stated how these forces shape an individual’s reality. You need to answer the original question.
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs:  Your topic sentences need to reflect your argument. Right now, they seem to be geared toward summarizing the authors’ quotes. They should be supporting your argumentative thesis statement. The ending of your body paragraphs should also tie back into the thesis statement or topic sentences.
Quotation: You introduce your quotes in a variety of way, which is good. However, be careful with mixing methods of introducing quotes (introducing them with full sentences vs introducing them with signal phrases).  Check my notes on your draft. 
Analysis: Minimal analysis is present. You need to analyze more, and you need to connect back to your thesis statement.

Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 




D’asia James

Thesis Statement: Good. You answered the question and were specific about how these forces shape an individual’s reality (“by separating and overpowering them..”).
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your first body paragraph’s topic sentence works well (just remove the “you”). However, your second body paragraph’s topic sentence is too broad. Is that paragraph talking about separating or overpowering people? If it is talking about separating people, where are you going to make your argument for systematic discrimination overpowering people?
Quotation: Good quotation format. Good introduction.

Analysis: Good analysis and good connection back to your thesis statement. 
Further Notes: Check draft for handwritten comments. 






Abdukodir Nurmakhamatov
Thesis Statement:  Your thesis statement works. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences need to reflect your argument, not Orwell’s or Baldwin’s. Connect your topic sentences to the reasons you gave in your thesis statement (“limits people’s abilities and opportunities”).

Quotation + Analysis: The quote in your second paragraph is far too long, especially since you only spent one sentence after it explaining it. You need to also work on the Baldwin section of that paragraph (see my written note).

Further Notes: You need to work on your paragraph format. Your introduction looks good, but the two body paragraphs fall apart. Remember the basic elements of a body paragraph [Topic SentenceEvidenceAnalysisConcluding statement Optional Transition Statement]




Dwayne Shaw
Thesis Statement: You answered the question, but the phrasing of your thesis statement makes it feel vague. Essentially, you are saying that systematic discrimination and oppression influence the way people think of each other negatively. From this most basic form, you need to get more specific. 
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences are too broad. They seem to be geared toward summarizing the authors’ essays. They should be arguing your thesis statement. Because your thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences also feel like they are not furthering an argument. Tighten them up by being more specific about the ways in which these forces shape an individual’s reality.
Quotation: Adhere to correct in-text citation format and punctuation.
CORRECT: “…you black brothers and sisters” (King 344).  OR  “…you black brothers and sisters” (344).  
INCORRECT: “…you black brothers and sisters”  (pg. 344).   OR  “ … you black brothers and sisters.”(Letter from Birmingham jail) (p.344).  

Analysis: Your explanation is present, but to push it further, I recommend that you add more analysis. Specifically, connect back to your revised thesis statement more. 


Ronaldo Smith
Thesis Statement: You restated the question as an affirmative statement, but you have not stated how these forces shape an individual’s reality.
Topic Sentences + Body Paragraphs: Your topic sentences need to reflect your argument, not Orwell’s, not Baldwin’s, not the dictionary’s definition of oppression or discrimination. In order to correct this, connect your topic sentences to the reasons you will give in your revised thesis statement.
Quotation: Adhere to correct in-text citation format and punctuation.
CORRECT: Orwell states, “for at the time I had already…” (1).
INCORRECT: Orwell states “for at the time I had already…” (http://www.online-literature.com/orwell/887/).
Analysis: You don’t really explain your quotes or connect them back to your thesis statement. Because your current thesis statement doesn’t signal your reasons, your topic sentences also feel like they are not furthering an argument. Tighten them up by getting more specific about the ways in which these forces shape an individual’s reality.
Notes: Remember, this assignment asks you to use TWO (2) out of the THREE (3) readings we’ve done in class. You cannot use outside sources. 
Also, the pagination of this draft is oddly formatted. The entire essay needs to flow from the first page onto the next, and so on and so forth. There should not be any abrupt jumps to a separate page.
