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Notes:

The thesis statement is much improved from
Paper # 1. For the last paper, be sure to be more
specif ic with your topic sentences and
thoroughly connect your analysis to your overall
argument. 

Remember that every body paragraph needs to
be supported. If  it  is merely background
information, then it  does not need to stand on
its own and can be incorporated into another
paragraph. 
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Avoid personal pronouns | Grammar: 10p

Avoid using personal pronouns, especially "I" and "you."

The convention in much academic writ ing is to write with minimal ref erence to yourself  as an
author ("I") and your reader ("you") The reason f or this lies in a tradit ion of  needing to present
your work "objectively", as the work of  a dispassionate and disinterested (that is,unbiased)
researcher. So, one of  the f eatures of  academic writ ing is a general absence of  the f irst person
pronoun "I" and the second person pronoun "you". 

Text Comment.  On the internet,

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.



QM

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Comment 8 | Evidence:25p

Do not quote in the introduction. This is especially unnecessary since you summarized the
quote immediately af terward.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.
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Text Comment.  The idea that we volunteer a minimal amount of  inf ormation about of  real
lif e selves on social media can be embedded elsewhere.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Frag.
Fragment:
A sentence f ragment is a phrase or clause that is in some way incomplete. Such f ragments
become problematic when they attempt to stand alone as a complete sentence. The most
common version of  this mistake occurs when a writer mistakes a gerund (a verb that acts like a
noun) f or a main verb, as in the f ollowing sentence: "In bed reading Shakespeare f rom dusk to
dawn."

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.



QM

QM

QM

Missing "," | Grammar: 10p
Missing comma:
Though it may not always be grammatically necessary, a comma can of ten help to prevent a
misreading. When a sentence opens with an introductory element (a phrase, clause or word that
is logically related to another phrase or clause in the same sentence), it is a great help to your
reader to place a comma af ter that introductory element. Such phrases will of ten begin with
words like "because," "while" or "although," as in the f ollowing example: "While everyone was
f ighting, the bear wandered away." As you can see, without the comma, the sentence would be
conf using.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Comment 20 | Evidence:25p

Most of  this inf ormation is not cited and unnecessary. This paragraph also illustrates the
problem with using the word "you." This paragraph is f ull of  unverif ied generalization. As soon
as we activate the "you," we make the assumption that the reader is going to agree with a
generalization.

Comment 21 | St ructure:15p

This is a def init ion of  Twitter, not a topic sentence. 

Comment 22
no comment

Improve T.Sentence

Topic sentence needs work. 

Comment 23 | Evidence:25p

The f irst part of  this paragraph does not connect to your thesis. In particular, this last section
does not support your overall argument. Eltahawy is a well-known journalist whose Twitter
account is verif ied. If  it  is hacked, that is a separate issue of  cyber-security. Nothing in the
source text even hints at identity issues. On the contrary, she solidif ies her real lif e identity on
Twitter by ref erencing her f ellow journalists as personal, real lif e f riends. 

Text Comment.  This is conjecture and not supported by the text.
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Improve T.Sentence | St ructure:15p

Topic sentence needs work. 



QM

QM

QM

Additional Comment

Merge into one sentence.  I.e, "Under the protective guise of  anonymity, predators can ruin the
idyllic picture Eltahawy paints of  the internet. 

Avoid personal pronouns

Avoid using personal pronouns, especially "I" and "you."

The convention in much academic writ ing is to write with minimal ref erence to yourself  as an
author ("I") and your reader ("you") The reason f or this lies in a tradit ion of  needing to present
your work "objectively", as the work of  a dispassionate and disinterested (that is,unbiased)
researcher. So, one of  the f eatures of  academic writ ing is a general absence of  the f irst person
pronoun "I" and the second person pronoun "you". 

Strikethrough.

Commonly Confused
Commonly Conf used Words:
Words that have similar sounds but dif f erent meanings of ten cause trouble f or student writers.
Please watch f or such conf usions in your writ ing.

Some of  the more common of  these common conf usions include:
Accept (to receive) and except (to leave out)
Af f ect (toinf luence) and ef f ect (result or to accomplish)
Allusion (an indirect ref erence) and illusion (a f alse perception)
Its (possessive f orm of  "it") and it 's (contraction of  "it is")
Their (possessive f orm of  "they"), there (indication of  location, and they're (contraction of
"they are")
Then (next or at that t ime) and than (used in comparisons)
To (toward), too (also or excessively) , and two (number)
Your (possessive f orm of  "you") and you're (contraction of  "you are")

C/S
Comma splice:
A sentence must have both a subject and a main verb in order to be complete, but it cannot
have more than one subject or main verb. A comma splice is a variety of  run-on sentence that
occurs when two complete sentences, each with its own subject and verb, are joined mistakenly
by a comma. There are generally three methods of  correcting this problem: 1) Replace the
comma with a stronger mark of  punctuation such as a period or semicolon, 2) use a
coordinating conjunction ("and," "but," "or," "nor") to join the two constructions, or 3) make one
of  the two sentences a dependent construction by linking it to the other with a subordinating
conjunction ("if ," "when," "so that," "although," "because") or relative pronoun ("that," "which,"
"who," "whom," "whose").

PAGE 4

Comment 25



?

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.

Strikethrough.
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RUBRIC: ENGLISH 125 ESSAY RUBRIC REV.

THESIS:50P

SCALE 5
(50)

SCALE 4
(40)

SCALE
(30)

SCALE 2
(20)

SCALE 1
(10)

EVIDENCE:25P

SCALE 5
(25)

SCALE 4
(20)

SCALE
(15)

SCALE 2
(10)

SCALE 1
(5)

STRUCTURE:15P

SCALE 5
(15)

SCALE 4
(12)

70 / 100

40 / 50

Has a strong, precise thesis that makes an original claim; identif ies thoughtf ul, even
intriguing points of  analysis that can be well supported by inf ormation f rom sources.
All claims and observations made advance the thesis.

Has a strong thesis that makes a claim; identif ies points of  analysis that can be
supported by inf ormation f rom sources. Most claims and observations made advance
the thesis.

Has a thesis that makes a claim, but it may be too general; identif ies some points of
analysis that can be supported by inf ormation f rom sources. Claims and
observations made are not thoroughly connected to the thesis.

Has a thesis that describes or observes rather than making a strong claim; identif ies
only one or two points of  analysis that are partially supported by inf ormation f rom
the sources. Claims and observations are partially connected to the thesis.

Has no thesis; does not identif y points of  analysis. May make unrelated claims and
observations.

15 / 25

Interprets quotations and paraphrases f rom all sources accurately and connects
them ef f ectively to support every claim.

Interprets quotations and paraphrases f rom all sources accurately and connects
them ef f ectively to support some or most claims.

Interprets quotations and paraphrases f rom some sources accurately and connects
them to support some claims. May use sources in an unbalanced or sometimes
inconsistent way.

Some quotations and paraphrases are interpreted accurately; others may be
misinterpreted. Sources are only loosely connected to the claims.

Most quotations and paraphrases are not interpreted accurately. Litt le to no support
is provided f or the claims made in the paper.

9 / 15

Each paragraph has a clear topic sentence that identif ies a unique main point and
how that point relates to the thesis; the order of  the paragraphs advances the
argument of  the paper.

Most paragraphs have a topic sentence that identif ies the main point and how it
relates to the thesis; paragraphs are arranged in a logical order.



SCALE
(9)

SCALE 2
(6)

SCALE 1
(3)

GRAMMAR: 10P

SCALE 5
(10)

SCALE 4
(8)

SCALE
(6)

SCALE 2
(4)

SCALE 1
(2)

PLAGIARISM

SCALE 5
(0)

SCALE 4
(0)

SCALE
(0)

SCALE 2
(0)

SCALE 1
(0)

Some paragraphs have topic sentences that identif y the main point but not how that
point connects to the thesis; some paragraphs seem well placed, others may seem
out of  order.

Few paragraphs have topic sentences; many paragraphs seem out of  order.

Paragraphs lack topic sentences and/or the structure and relationship of  paragraphs
to each other is not clear.

6 / 10

Is written clearly and precisely and with appropriate f ormality; shows evidence of
caref ul edit ing and proof reading.

Is written clearly and with appropriate f ormality with only occasional edit ing and
proof reading errors that do not interf ere with reading comprehension.

Is sometimes written clearly. May have some sentence level errors such as f ragments,
run-ons, etc., or questionable word choices that generally do not interf ere with
reading comprehension. May have dif f iculty maintaining consistent f ormality and
academic tone.

Is not consistently written clearly. Has sentence level errors or questionable word
choices that interf ere with reading comprehension and/or struggles to establish
academic tone.

Is not written clearly. Has many sentence level errors or questionable word choices
that make reading comprehension dif f icult and/or is written in an inf ormal register not
appropriate to the assignment.

0 / 0

Is present, and theref ore cannot pass.
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